Human Fraternity
Theories, values and skills

Training Guide
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The target-audience are expected to
possess the awareness to comply
with the basic values of human
fraternity before implementing them
in their everyday lives
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Expectations:
•

Human
Fraternity
Training:

extremism
•

Understanding of the values of human fraternity within Islam and other religions
as well as the UAE constitution and laws

•

Adequate knowledge of institutions and legislations within the UAE which are
related to tolerance and combating hatred

•

Knowledge,
Skills and
Expectations

A firm belief in human fraternity and an absolute rejection of hatred and

Building several complex viewpoints regarding human fraternity as well as its
social values to go with the ability to counter hatred, intolerance and extremism
through knowledge and reason. An adequate background on ambiguous issues
related to human fraternity such as gender equality, takfir (excommunication),
racism and hatred while using religious and historical justifications

•

Ability to transform ideas and values into skills and training methods such as
dialogue, discussions and hearing as well as stimulating attention
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Listening, Dialogue and Discussions
Depending on time and resources, participants are required to prepare a range of activities
such as research, discussion groups, seminars or open discussions.

Applying
skills and
training in
Human
Fraternity
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1. Comparisons to be made between the Document and the values and behaviours of the
citizens of the United Arab Emirates as well as the Anti-Discrimination Law and religious
guidelines
2. Compare the Human Fraternity Document with various religious and philosophical sources
while bringing up any reservations, comments or questions that may arise
3. Basic effectiveness of citizens in their education, health, work and skills. How can a healthy
law-abiding citizen be able to achieve religious values and those related to human
fraternity?
4. How is a stable and prosperous nation able to serve human values while battling hatred and
extremism?
5. How to establish a culture that fosters moderation and rejects hate?
6. How can nations, communities and institutions work in the shadow of individualism?
7. How can social media and the internet serve human fraternity and in turn how can they
serve hatred and extremism?
8. What are the responsibilities of the individual, community and state in promoting the values
of human fraternity and how can they work together to achieve this? What values can only
be achieved through individuals? What values can only be achieved through the
community? What values can only be achieved through the state?
9. How does poverty, marginalisation and injustice lead to extremism and hatred?
10.How can a weak and unstable nation state lead to hate and terrorism?

Primary Concepts and Values

The vision:
To live
Together in
Peace and
Diversity
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Assisting
individuals and
nations facing
challenges in
living together

Living together in
a country and
society that we
belong to

To be part of a world
which we accept and in
turn readily accepts us
while taking from it
what we need and
giving back to improve
the quality of life within
it

Values of
Human
Fraternity
Humans in
their essence
gravitate
towards
goodwill and
knowledge

Stages of Living Together

Living together: Unity and Strength in Diversity
01

Conflict: Where hostility is the only option and contempt,
hatred, anger and mistrust prevail

02 Coexistence: There is a willingness for hostility and anger is
the consensus

03

Start of cooperation: Hostilities persist but there is a shared
willingness to stop it, this is usually a confusing stage

04

Cooperation: An awareness of the dangers of what hostility
brings is formed and compassion begins to take over

05

Interdependence: a feeling of mutual need is formed, while
the past is cautiously accepted
Integration: There is a feeling that the community is one set

06 of people while solidarity, trust and love begin to manifest

6

01
02
Moderation,
Tolerance and
Cooperation
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03
04

Cooperation is in our genetic structure, it just needs development and
improvement
Cooperation can go hand in hand with competition, this is particularly
evident in competitive sports, the marketplace, elections and
diplomatic negotiations
We do not necessarily need to be in complete agreement to be able
to cooperate
Cities are built on the rule of law and tolerance, without these two
factors everyday lives become impossible

05

Tolerance helps develop tourism, the economy, interstate relations
and has several positive social and general benefits

06

An absence of tolerance can be detrimental to business

07

Cooperation and tolerance are not only a set of values but are life
skills like listening, dialogue and understanding

01
02

Listening
and
Dialogue

Correct thinking is shaped by deep listening

03

Misunderstanding and fear arise when people do not know or listen to each other

04

A person can lose many of their skills and knowledge if they do not listen properly

05

Self-improvement is based on knowledge and awareness as well the ability to change behaviour and a
growing sense of appreciation of the world brought about by reading and learning

06

If a person is not able to critically think, they are prone to accepting widespread lies and mistakes
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Reading and listening are two very important skills to have, for knowledge is garnered from reading and
applied through listening and concentration
We need to turn all the long periods of time we spend together into a source of happiness, self-dialogue
and an opportunity to understand ourselves
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Human understanding is people’s ability to listen to one another and then lead to dialogue, solidarity,
cooperation and mutual understanding
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We must be strong enough to face many difficult situations and question ourselves even if necessary
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One of the obstacles to existence is insignificance. Triviality corresponds to meaning, vigilance,
consciousness and the ability to see the world in the physical sense

01 1. Aesthetic values and the arts reflect the most important link in human fraternity
02

2. It brings together people from many different backgrounds and uses the same language
and values that they can all understand

03

3. Religion and art in their search for meaning provide each other with meaning, functions,
and horizons as well as drawing parallels between one another

04

4. The absence of the arts, music, poetry, and storytelling from the world of religion will make
its understandings very limited, thus opening the two fields onto one another can be a
positive move towards more understanding and deeper thinking

05

5. Humans rely on religion and the arts to reach the right path despite the difficulty in doing
so

Beauty

Refining the soul and
strengthening human
fraternity
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01 Friendship is a strong indicator of social progress, cooperation and belonging
02 The decline in the values of friendship indicates a rise in vulnerability and hatred

Friendship
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Friendship is contradictory to hatred as it derives from the values of accepting others and

03 seeking to gain their trust and cooperation
04

Friendship is derived from the aspirations of man to elevate himself spiritually, or search for
meaning and feasibility in life

05

For a friendships to be true, it needs values such as loyalty, spontaneity, generosity, honesty
while also retaining individuality and privacy

06

Friendship is a skill that can be grown and developed and is not a random occurrence

Love
Fraternal
Love

Trust
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Can push people to cruelty and to justify hatred if misunderstood

Fraternal love is fundamental love and carries a sense of responsibility, care,
respect and knowledge towards other human beings as well as a desire to
develop them further. This is reflected in the call of religions to love for
others what you love for yourself. Fraternal love is based on the notion that
we are all one, and our differences in knowledge are being neglected
compared to the identity of the common human essence
Declining levels of trust and the worsening values of communication clearly
show in the rising levels of crime, family disintegration and violence. This can
in turn lead to security problems for the state.
Social communication is prevalent in societies where there is high levels of
trust within the community.
Humans can be inherently selfish, as they seek their own self-interests
logically but also feel a responsibility towards others morally

01 Volunteer work is an essential and indispensable approach to social and political problems
02 It is also an essential component of public work and production
Volunteering
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03 It also creates a sequence of work, achievement and creativity that increases its value
04

Likewise, it helps countries and communities create innovative socio-economic solutions that
achieves cohesion and development, and can help towards reform

05

It also helps create development and a decent life for people and their communities

06

Volunteering helps cultural and social institutions and can assist in issues such as consumer
and environmental protection while assisting the less privileged

07

A great support for cultural projects and initiatives

08

Can be developed into productive and sustainable careers in the market

The Role of the State
in Promoting Human Fraternity
• The essentials; justice and security, education, health, welfare and prosperity
• To promote and protect values and virtues, such as trust, friendship, volunteerism, moderation
and tolerance as well as counter trends and practices of hatred, extremism, intolerance and
violence
• A commitment to international conventions, laws and treaties as well as all diplomatic norms
and issues such as environmental protection and the protection of property, public and private
rights and the application and development of laws and legislations which promote tolerance
• Show solidarity, cooperation and assistance to countries and communities in need as well as
countering extremism, hatred and attacks on states, communities, values, lives and property
• To establish institutions and coordinate with other international organisations
• To set a good example and become a role model
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• Human Development Index score of 0.863, the
highest of any Arab country. Also classifies it as a
highly developed country

The United Arab
Emirates
A Model of a State
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• Average per capita income is USD 67,805
• The UAE also enjoys high rankings in education,
healthcare and gender equality, with many women
holding senior leadership positions within the
country. Crime and suicide rates are also very low
indicating great levels of security and happiness

•
•
•

The United Arab
Emirates
and International
Treaties

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

15

The UAE has signed all human rights treaties adopted by the
United Nations
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination - 1965
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, 1979
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT), 1984
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, 1990
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC), 2000
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography,
2000
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance, 2006
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006

•

•

The United Arab Emirates
and Indicators on
Tolerance and Human
Development

•

•

•
•
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Stable and prosperous states hold leading roles in regional
politics as well as relief and cultural efforts. These nations have a
firm belief in success and strive to achieve it at any cost through
their commitment towards economic and political progress,
which also serves as a guarantor for cultural and regional growth
The UAE ranks 1st in the Arab world and 28th globally in the
World Happiness Report for the year 2016
There are over 17 satellite TV channels, 24 radio stations and 9
Arabic-language daily newspapers, 8 English-language daily
newspapers along with hundreds of magazines based in the UAE
The UAE has the lowest international rate of theft and assaults,
while it ranks 2nd globally in the Human Security Index and 4th in
terms of being a crime-free nation
Ranks 7th globally in reducing traffic accidents, and 1st in the
MENA region
Holds a high position in the World Justice Project Rule of Law
Index

•

•

Tolerance and Diversity in
the United Arab Emirates

•
•
•
•
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The UAE Constitution states that Islam is the official religion of
the state but also states that religious freedom is permissible.
The rights of non-Muslims to practice their religious rites and to
establish places of worship are also protected by the state.
The total number of churches in the UAE is 44 (11 in Abu Dhabi,
11 in Dubai, 15 in Sharjah, 3 in Fujairah and 4 in Ras Al Khaimah)
Hindu Temples amount to 9 (2 in Abu Dhabi, 6 in Dubai and 1 in
Sharjah)
There are 2 Sikh Temples in the UAE (1 in Abu Dhabi and 1 in
Dubai)
There is one Buddhist Temple in Dubai as well as a Jewish
Synagogue
The UAE ranks first in the region and third globally in the Global
Tolerance Index published by the International Institute for
Management Development in Switzerland. This is largely down
to the UAE’s open policies towards people of different religious
and cultural backgrounds and efforts towards building a society
which welcomes people from all backgrounds

Legislative and
Institutional Application
of Human Fraternity
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•

Anti-Discrimination/Anti-Hate Law (2015)

•

Establishment of the Ministry of Tolerance (2016)

•

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award for Tolerance

•

International Institute for Tolerance (IIT)

•

Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural Understanding

•

Marking 2019 as the ‘Year of Tolerance’

•

Global Conference of Human Fraternity (2019)

•

Human Fraternity Document (2019)

Human Fraternity in Treaties
and Charters

• Al Futhool Treaty which was signed by several tribes in Mecca in
590 AD and stipulated that, “No one is to be oppressed in Mecca”

Human Fraternity
Document as
a Model
Throughout the course of
history, nations and states
have placed an emphasis on
the value of human fraternity
to regulate everyday life and
establish charters and
treaties
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• Al Ahabish Treaty signed in 500 AD between tribes of Mecca and
its neighboring regions to protect peace, pilgrims and trade in the
city. This treaty established a military and security alliance to
enforce all agreed laws at the time
• The Charter of Medina which was signed when the Prophet
Muhammed PBUH migrated to Medina. The Charter established
the rights and duties of the people of the city based on equality
and regardless of faith, tribe or origin

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights 1948
• The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone document which was drafted
by representatives with different legal and cultural backgrounds from all regions of the world,
the Declaration was proclaimed as a common standard of achievements for all peoples and all
nations. It has been translated into over 500 languages
• Article One of the Declaration states, “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood.”
• The Declaration also affirms basic human rights such as freedom, dignity, security, privacy,
non-discrimination, nationality, work, social security, holiday, travel, litigation, education,
health care, belief, political freedom as well as the prohibition of slavery, torture, cruelty
forced labor, and coercion
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Human Fraternity Document 2019
The signing of the
document by Pope
Francis and His
Eminence the Grand
Imam of Al-Azhar
reflects the support
and endorsement of
two of the world’s
most prominent
religious institutions;
the Vatican and AlAzhar

The document addresses all people as
brothers regardless of religion or
background and that believing in God is a
strong motive for human fraternity, not only
for followers of a religion or believers in
God, but also for non-believers. Faith in God
calls on the believer to respect every
human being and to take care of human
and universal values as well as their needs
and to help every human being, especially
the weak and needy

21
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Constants of
Human
Fraternity
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Belief in God, freedom, justice, equality and citizenship constitute the
most important ideals, beliefs, philosophies, and major human values
from which the document draws its ideals from. The document also
states, “We, who believe in God and in the final meeting with Him and His
judgment, on the basis of our religious and moral responsibility, and
through this Document, call upon ourselves, upon the leaders of the
world as well as the architects of international policy and world economy,
to work strenuously to spread the culture of tolerance and of living
together in peace; to intervene at the earliest opportunity to stop the
shedding of innocent blood and bring an end to wars, conflicts,
environmental decay and the moral and cultural decline that the world is
presently experiencing.”

Pillars of
Human
Fraternity
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The pillars of human fraternity refer to the principals, values and models
of human fraternity derived from religious understandings and mutually
agreed upon international regulations and standards. It also alludes to the
transformation of higher values such as faith in God, justice, equality and
citizenship into practical and measurable goals and objectives within laws,
policies and social ways of life.

Obligations
of Human
Fraternity
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• The practical and clear applications called for in the document, and to
address individuals, nations and institutions while to be clear and tangible
indicators in daily life, the most important of which are: Being a good
person and the practical understanding of human fraternity – the
importance of individuals in the success of human fraternity
• Human fraternity is highly dependent on individual belief in it
• Values are individual by nature, since they are firstly represented by
individuals before transforming into social and institutional values
• An individual is the true source of values as he gravitates towards goodwill
instinctively
• The rise of the individual in the post-industrial era is a credit to the
strengthening social cohesion in society
• Nation states, communities and institutions are no longer influential
• Culture has risen to become a self-awareness tool in which individuals
interact independently

A Document
of Conduct
and Ethics of
the Emirati
Citizen
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01

•

The document aims at bringing up a new generation of Emiratis who are aware of their
responsibilities and duties towards their nation, families and community. The document
comprises the most important characteristics, manners, values and skills which Emirati
citizen should be distinguished with

02

•

Citizenship should be acted by self-motives and contentment that is stemmed from the
belief of their importance

03

•

According to the document, citizenship is defined as, “a common transmission of
principles, customs and behaviors between the individuals in a country, which contribute
to the formation of the citizen identity and grant it its special characteristics, to
distinguish them from citizens of other countries. In other words, it is the sincere
membership and the sense of responsibility of the citizen towards the Country together
with the consequent results of such membership of duties and liabilities.”

04

•

The document urges citizens to abide by laws and to preserve the environment and
public property. It also stipulates that a citizen should be tolerant and respectful of all
religions while avoiding extravagance. Citizens should also set themselves clear objectives
and feature and works earnestly and diligently to achieve it while also enhancing dialogue
between members of the family by supporting mutual respect among them

؟
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HOW
Hatred and
Intolerance
Harms Nations
and Their
Interests?

•

Hate, violence and intolerance lead to self-harm on an
individual and societal level

•

Citizens hurting and/or killing one another

•

Disappearance of states and civilizations

•

Cities, villages and infrastructure are wiped out

•

Citizens are forced to flee their homes and mass migrate to
other countries
Loss of skilled and qualified individuals and a halt of investment
and tourism

•

•

Price hikes in the market on products and goods

•

Lack of opportunity for people living in the country

•

Disintegration of society with internal conflicts, strife and war

Cruelty and Hate

The evil things man can do to his fellow human beings
•

•
•

Cruelty is a deliberate, unjustified self-inflicted behavior which causes harm, suffering and pain
to innocent undeserving people. In certain communities and countries, cruelty does not
provoke condemnation towards the perpetrators. It can involve physical aggression,
humiliation and infliction of pain on others therefore causing physical, moral and psychological
damage to victims
Cruelty is a form of human evil which helps create and foster a set of beliefs and ideals such as
hate, intolerance and extremism, all of which are harmful towards human fraternity and
progress and lead towards violence, crime and extremism
Cruelty encompasses all concepts and terms related to unjustifiable human evils such as hate,
intolerance, extremism, terrorism, envy, injustice as well as discrimination based on religion,
race, color and sex.
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Takfir

(Excommunication)

The excommunication
of individuals, groups,
nation states or
political systems is
considered an unjust
and inexcusable
practice which leads to
hatred, violence.
Therefore, it can be
considered one of the
most dangerous forms
of cruelty and hate
since it has provided a
powerful form of unjust
motivation for many
international terrorist
groups and their unjust
acts of violence,
murder and terrorism
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Torture

Torture has been
universally banned by
the United Nations with
most countries signed
on to the United
Nation’s Convention
Against Torture. Despite
that, many people
around the world are
subjected to torture in
prisons, detention
centers or government
institutions at the hands
of security forces and
government employees
largely under the
knowledge of their
respective governments

Discrimination
and Inequality

The denial of social and
civil rights which are
considered on an equal
footing to education,
health and employment
is considered a major
form of injustice.
Providing inequality
between genders, social
groups and offering
them different
opportunities,
treatment falls under
discrimination which is
not only a mistake but
can be a danger as it
feeds hatred and
extremism

Assault and
Abuse

A form of injustice
which preys on the
vulnerable, who
are unable to
retaliate or stand
up for themselves.
These include
migrants, children,
orphans, refugees,
the elderly,
disabled and
people who work
certain professions

Slavery

Slavery is considered
one of the worst
forms of injustice
carried out in recent
times by terrorist
groups such as ISIS
and Boko Haram, who
abducted and
enslaved women to be
sold in markets. This
was an unfortunate
restoration of a dark
period in human
history

Injustice

Injustice stands
contrary to human
fraternity and involves
practices and beliefs
not readily accepted by
most societies but are
unfortunately
overlooked by some.
These include slavery,
human trafficking,
abuse, discrimination,
racism,
marginalization,
deprivation and
torture

Thank you very much
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