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Social Media Policy

Aims: The aim of the Social Media Policy is to set standards of behavior for the
use of Social Media that are consistent with the values and expectations of Ras
Al Khaimah American Academy. RAKAA aims to protect the safety and wellbeing
of students, teachers, and the school community. If, however, there is a breach
of the RAKAA Social Media Policy, the school will undertake disciplinary action
as per the MOE Discipline Policy and will be dealt with on a case by case basis.

View MOE Discipline Policy: MOE Discipline Policy

Rights and Responsibilities: Staff, students and parents are expected to show
respect to all members of the school community.

Staff will: Plan for the inclusion of cyber safety awareness within the curriculum
with guidance from relevant education authorities.

Parents will: Be responsible for being aware of and informed about their
children’s online activity and be proactive in the supervision and guidance of their

children taking into account this policy and in particular the school’s core values.

Student Social Media Guide

When using social media, students of RAKAA are expected to:

e Not to impersonate or falsely represent another person

e Not access social networking sites during the school working hours without permission
from a member of the School teaching staff.
Not to post content that is hateful, threatening, or incites violence against others.
Respect the rights and confidentiality of others
Remain safe online and never give out personal information. This includes last names,
phone numbers, addresses, exact birth dates and pictures.

e Not to use offensive or threatening language or resort to personal abuse towards each
other or members of the school community that would undermine the principles and
values of the school.


https://rakaa.sch.ae/files/MOE%20discipline%20policy.pdf
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Not to harm the reputation of Ras Al Khaimah American Academy or those within its
community

Not to upload videos, audios or photographs of any member of the RAKAA Community
(student, parents or staff) without seeking and gaining appropriate permission

The recent phenomenon in many schools of “cyber bullying” will not be tolerated and the
strongest action will be taken against students who engage in this kind of cowardly
behavior - View our Cyber-bullying Guide: Cyber Bullying Guide

Words spoken in the heat of the moment are one thing but writing comments on a public
site is premeditated and deliberate. There can be no real excuse for it. Students are
aware that the school will not tolerate such behavior. Whilst allegations of unkind words,
or bad language, are difficult to substantiate, this is not the case with social media sites.
Pages can quite easily be captured, and the evidence becomes incontrovertible.

Parents Social Media Guide

Parents of RAKAA students should adhere to the following guidelines:

Be aware that many Social Media sites have age restrictions that DO HAVE implications
for their children. Parents need to monitor their children’s online social media activity and
read the terms and conditions of various Social Media sites and applications their
children are interested in using.

Before uploading photos, audio or video, parents need to seek appropriate permission
from any individual involved. This most particularly applies in relation to the privacy of
the staff of Ras Al Khaimah American Academy

Online postings and conversations are not private. Do not share confidential information,
internal school discussions, or specific information about students, staff or other parents.
Be conscious of the fact that expert advice given is that all users of Social Media sites
should do whatever they can to not identify any child by name or associate them with a
particular school

Parents will be asked to sign a consent form for students when teachers set up social
media activities for classroom for learning use

Parents should not participate in spreading false or unsubstantiated rumors or false
information in regard to the RAKAA community and its members.

Parents should not upload or include any information that does not also meet the student
guidelines above

Parents assisting with classroom activities should not make use of social media sites
while involved in such activities.


https://rakaa.sch.ae/files/Reviewed%20_CYBER%20BULLYING-%20School%20Calender_Sept%2010_2020.pdf
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Teachers and Staff Social Media Guide

Teachers and staff of RAKAA are expected to follow the following guidelines:

Social networking sites such as Facebook or Instagram must not be used by staff as a
platform for learning activities with students.

Staff should not accept students as 'friends' on their own social network sites or interact
with students on social networking sites.

Staff and student online interaction must occur only in an educational context

Staff must not discuss students or colleagues or publicly criticize school policies or
personnel on social networking sites.

Staff and teachers should not post details that would identify any student

Staff are personally responsible for content they publish online. Staff need to be mindful
that what they publish will be public for a long time.

Staff online behavior should reflect the same standards of honesty, respect, and
consideration consistent with the standards that apply on school premises and in
accordance with the school's values and ethos.

If staff identify themselves online as affiliated with Ras Al Khaimah American Academy,
then they need to be aware that they are by definition representing the entire school
community. Staff should ensure that content associated with them is consistent with their
work at the school and the school's values and ethos

Staff should not participate in spreading false or unsubstantiated rumors or false
information in regard to the RAKAA community and its members.

Agreement Form

By signing this form and returning it to the School, you are agreeing to the Terms of the Social
Media Policy.

All fields are required.

Name:

Signature:

Date:
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